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The European Prospective Investigation into Cancer and Nutrition in Norfolk  (http://www.srl.cam.ac.uk/epic/) is a prospective population based study of 25,000 men and women resident in Norfolk, United Kingdom, who were aged 39-79 years when first recruited in 1993-1997 and followed up to the present with repeated health assessments and ascertainment of health outcomes.   This cohort is part of a 10 country half million participant collaboration.
The overall aims of the study are to understand the lifestyle and biological determinants of health and chronic disease in the population to inform prevention and treatment strategies.   This cohort is well characterised in terms of behavioural and lifestyle:  (diet, physical activity, psychosocial factors), biological and metabolic profiling including blood and urine  biochemistry,   genetic data, environment (residential postcode)  and, in subsets, imaging, including retinal photography and whole body DEXA,  and subsequent health outcomes through record linkage with mortality and health records and disease registries such as cancer registries as well as objective measures of functional health including physical and cognitive performance.  Current projects are to conduct metabolomic and proteonomic profiling on stored samples from the cohort to identify markers  predicting future health outcomes and to understand mechanisms and trajectories of disease and health. 
There is substantial potential for further collaborations developing approaches using new analytic technology using the data available in the cohort, in particular the imaging data.  
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